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On Saturday, June 1, the Telegraph 
printed a letter from Sir John 
Wenham. 

“Tn our little village church on 
May 26, after the prayers for the 
Royal family, our rector offered a 
number of moving prayers. For our 
rulers, for the rulers of foreign 
States in the perils now threatening 
them, for the leaders of our oppo- 
sition parties, for our trade union 
leaders, for the leaders in commerce 
and in industry, and for our 
student leaders. 

He opened his sermon by saying 
that two nights before our whole 
nation was waiting for Gen. de 
Gaulle’s message. Then came his 
text, Jeremiah 37:17. “The King 
asked him secretly in his house and 
said, ‘Is there any word from the 
Lord?’ And _ Jeremiah - said: 
“There is’.” 


Gpinion 


the Rev. M. Brammeier 


about the Church’s work 


The rector went on to say in 
moving words : “‘At this tume when 
our nation is threatened with dire 
perils from many quarters at home 
and abroad, the political parties, 
the trade unions, the industrialists 
and the Churches-<are all fighting 
about their own petty affairs. Has 
not the time come to say: ‘Is 
there any word from the Lord?” 

“At this time what are our poli- 
ticians doing? And our unions, and 
the leaders of industry? But most 
of all our Churches. The arch- 
bishops and bishops and most of 
the Church Assembly are arguing 
about petty points of union or dis- 
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union. Cannot an influential bj 
of clergy and laity of all demon 
tions at this Whitsuntide sum 

great gatherings of Christian pe 
to ask God’s pardon for our i 
vidual and our national sins 

to ask: ‘Is there any word f 
the Lord?’ ” 


PRESENT TREND 

This letter illustrates how 
Church should do her work, nai 
by applying the Word of God to 
problems that face people. Unfortt 
ately, even organised religion all 
often uses the lobbying technique, © 
ing to bring pressure to bear on Me 
bers of Parliament for this or € 
reform, or trying in some other % 
to bring about changes, but with, 
specifically applying the Word 
God to the needs of individual peoy 
In this way, the Church is showirs 
weakness, and is admitting failures 


NEW TESTAMENT APPROACH © 
Ever since its beginning, the Chr 
ian Church has had advice for” 
areas of life. But nowhere do we 4 
the early New Testament Chu. 
resort to the lobbying technique. 
stead, her leaders quietly applied 
Word of God to those matters wh 
presented themselves as probles 
About responsibility to government’ 
all levels, Paul wrote in Romans 
and Peter in | Peter 2. About due 
of men and women, these same fi 
apostles wrote in Ephesians 5 @ 
1 Peter 3. About attitudes of youn. 
people towards those who are ole 
Peter gave specific advice in | Pete 
About employers and employees, P*. 
wrote in Ephesians 6. About the 1: 
long debt every individual is faw 
with, Paul wrote in Romans 13 :8. 


STRENGTH 
It seems strange that in the ea 


years of the Christian Church, 1 
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mbers seem to have had so great 
influence on the world about them. 
Thessalonica it was said: “ The 
n who have made trouble all over 
» world have now come here.” The 
‘rouble”’ they made was that they 
ached and taught the Scriptures, 
id proclaimed Christ and His 
spel. This was their strength. 
‘though they were far from being a 
yority of the population, they were 
majority, for they came in the 
ength of the Spirit of God. The 
wen of God’s Word did its work 
jen, and it will do so also today, but 
te Church’s task is to mix the leaven 
‘th the flour—to apply God’s Word 
| the needs of people (individual and 
orporate) today. 


HRISTIAN TO CHRISTIAN 


The letter above refers to a clergy- 
an leading his congregation to 
od’s Word. In the early Church the 
dostles were the main preachers and 
achers. However, in addition to the 
dostles, the private witness of indi- 
dual Christians to one another, and 
) those outside the Church, became 
n important element in the Church’s 
ork. This is still true today, as a 
‘cent experience illustrates. Instead 
f the usual sermon in the Morning 
ervice on Jubilate Sunday, the con- 
regation had a 25-minute study of 
1e Epistle for the day, | Peter 2 :11- 
). When discussing the Christian’s 
uty of obedience to government, one 
lember of the congregation sug- 
ested that he, as a trade unionist, 
und it virtually impossible to go 
long with the government’s Prices 
nd Incomes Policy. To which 
nother member of the congregation 
sponded with a question : “ Are you 
trade unionist first, and a Christian 
cond, or the other way round ?” 
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Yesterdays 


TWENTY YEARS AGO—May 1948 


Appeal made on 2 May for books for Sunday 
School children’s library .. . Adult Con- 
firmation Class Il begins ... prayers for 
Mr. Carl Lutz and for Mr. J. Eggle Snr., both 
seriously ill, read in services at both Luther- 
Tyndale and Holy Trinity .. . lay service 
at both churches announced for first Sun- 
day in June to enable pastor to attend inter- 
national conference in Copenhagen. 


TEN YEARS AGO—May 1958 

Christ Lutheran Congregation, the first 
ELCE church to be founded south of the 
Thames and in the County of Kent, organ- 
ised with fourteen communicants . . . the 
Rev. Roger Winger, 1958 graduate of Con- 
cordia Seminary, St. Louis, assigned ELCE 
call and accepts ... sixteen page youth 
magazine, The Young Lutheran, edited by 
the Rev. John Sims, appears... four- 
storied freehold office building at 42 
Museum Street, a few hundred yards from 
the British Museum, purchased by the 
ELCE for £13,500 with the help of a £12,000 
loan from the Lutheran Layman’s League 
of Australia... Executive Council, on 
21 May, applied for a site in Harlow, 
accepted offer of Cardiff Corporation of 
+ acre site in Fairwater, and made a pre- 
liminary offer for a third site at Hounslow 
in SW London ... the New Guinea Mis- 
sion of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Australia was named as the 1958 overseas , 
mission field ... the Rev. C. D. Nagel, 
father of Pastor Norman Nagel, to speak 
on behalf of the New Guinea mission at 
Tottenham, Ruislip and Sunderland... 
Whit Monday Outing of North London 
congregations washed out, but 50-60 who 
braved the rain had games and tea at Bore- 


ham Wood... second tour of British 
cities of Concordia Seminary Chorus, 
Springfield Pastor Desmond Jose 


finishing surveys of Bradford, Manchester 
and Liverpool. 


STAFF VACANCY AT CONCORDIA 
There is a vacancy for a young lady 
(school leaver considered) to assist 
in the Book Department. Knowledge 
of typing desirable but not esséntial. 
Five-day week, with L.V.s. Interested 
persons should apply without delay 
to: The Manager, Concordia Pub- 
lishing House Ltd., 117/123 Golden 
Lane, London, E.C.]. Tel: 01-253 8884 


THREE 


A DEMEUE ok +4 


Heaven is My Home 


by the Rev. R. E. 

During his last illness Thomas H. 
Taylor wrote a hymn which begins, 
“T’m but a stranger here, Heaven is 
my home.’ In each of the four 
stanzas, the line “Heaven is my 
home ” is repeated three times, stating 
again and again the blessed knowl- 
edge that every believer possesses. 
Thomas Taylor died before he 
reached the age of thirty. But he died 
happily, knowing that he was only 
really “ going home ” 

Every believer lives this life with 
that hope uppermost. Like a traveller 
in a strange land, he can hardly wait 
to get back to the place where he is 
happiest in the company of family 
and friends. This is no pious dream, 
but a blessed assurance from our 
Heavenly Father Himself. ‘‘ Who- 
soever believeth in Him shall have 
everlasting life,’ says Jesus in John 
3:16. In Romans 6 :23 we are told, 
“The gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.” And 
St. John, the aged traveller, assures 
us, “ This is the promise that He hath 
promised us, even eternal life.” (1 


John 2 :25.) 


WHAT IS IT LIKE? 

Heaven is our home. But what is 
heaven like? In the book of Revela- 
tion St. John relates to us his vision 
of the heavenly Jerusalem, a city of 
absolute perfection, with walls of 
precious stones, gates of pearl, and 
streets of gold like pure glass. This 
is picture language to describe for us 
a place so wonderful that no human 
mind can comprehend it, no human 
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in the life everlasting.” 


Winger of Coventry 


words are adequate to convey 
glory. Only those things which n 
consider to be of the highest val 
gold, precious stones, and the like, 
considered capable of picturing 
And even that is only a dim reflect 
of what it will really be. Of his o 
vision of heaven St. Paul wrote t 
“he was caught up into paradise, 4 
heard unspeakable words, which 1 
not lawful for a man to utter.” (2 C 
12 :4.) : 

Just as little as it is possible 
describe to a two-year-old child 
beauties of the Taj Mahal or 
majesty of Michelangelo’s Sist 
Chapel paintings, so little can hea 
be described in terms comprehens 
to a man’s mind. We will just have 
wait and see. What St. John tells 
in Revelation should make our hea 
long for the day when we will 
there. 


WHERE FATHER IS 
Ask a child what home is, and. 
will probably answer that it is 
place where Mummy and Daddy @ 
sisters and brothers are. No ma® 
what else a home may be, the 
thing about it is that loved ones | : 
there. That will also be the greay 
joy about our heavenly home. 
our Father is there. We shall be w 
Him. We shall see Him. We st 
know Him. “ We know that, wh! 
He shall appear, we shall be like He 
for we shall see Him as He is.’ 
John 3 :2.) “So shall we ever be w. 
the Lord.” (1 Thess. 4:17.) “ Aa 
God Himself shall be with them, @ 
be their God.” (Rev. 21 :3.) 
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There shall no man see me, and 
»’ God said to Moses. (Ex. 33: 
) Not in this life, of course, as long 
we are still sinful. But in the life 
come, nothing shall stand in the 
'y of a perfect vision of Him. Being 
h Him and seeing Him makes 
Hiven what it is. 


f we are with God, then we shall 
> be with the angels and with all 
saints who have gone before us. 
yses will be there, and so will Elijah, 
och, Noah, Peter, Paul and all the 
t of the Apostles, together with the 
antless host of the faithful who 
ve died in the Lord. What a 
rious company that will be! 


E HIM 


In heaven we shall be perfect. The 
cage of God which was lost in the 
ist Paradise will be restored fully. 
1 the saints will have that perfec- 
m for which God created us in the 
{st place. No sin will mar them; 
(en the temptation to sin will not be 
tere. Perfect knowledge will be the 
»ssession of every one. Their will 
‘ul be in absolute harmony with the 
ill of God, so that they will only 
‘ant to do what God wants them to 
D, 

“It will be a place of unspoilt joy. 
‘In Thy presence there is fullness of 
by; at thy right hand there are 
leasures forevermore.” (Ps. 16:11.) 
Vhere there is no sin, there will be 
one of the consequences of sin: no 
‘ckness, no sorrow, no want or care, 
0 death. “They shall hunger no 
qore, neither thirst any more ; 
either shall the sun light on them, 
‘or any heat. And God shall wipe 
way all tears from their eyes.” (Rev. 
1:24.) 

There will be singing in heaven, 
lenty of it. The company of the elect 
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will be gathered around the throne of 
God to sound forth His praises in 
words and music so wonderful that 
we would feel privileged just to hear 
it for a moment, much more to take 
part in it. 


WORK TO DO 


There will be work to do in heaven. 
True, the Bible describes heaven as a 
place of rest. “There remaineth 
therefore a rest to the people of God.” 
(Heb. 4:9.) But the heavenly rest 
will not be a rest of inactivity. Rather 
it will be a rest from the burdensome 
labours of this life. The work God 
will give us to do in heaven will be 
joyous work, free from toil, tears and 
sweat. It will be the kind of work 
which gives fulfilment, the kind of 
work which gives all glory to God. It 
will be the work of praising and 
honouring His glorious name. 

What is more, the glory of heaven 
will never end. “All good things 
come to an end,” we say as we resign 
ourselves to the ups and downs of life. 
Not so in heaven. There it will be 
forever. It is e@ternal life that God 
promises. This good thing will never 
end. Can you imagine that? 

And all this as a free gift—can you 
believe that? Eternal life is God’s 
gift through Jesus Christ. There is no 
way of buying that kind of life. But - 
it is there for the taking. For Jesus 
died to conquer death ; He rose again 
to give life ; He has ascended into 
heaven, there to await the day that 
His faithful followers will join Him. 


Jerusalem the golden, 
With milk and honey blest, 
Beneath thy contemplation 
Sink heart and voice opprest. 
I know not, oh, I know not, 
What joys await us there, 
What radiancy of glory, 
What bliss beyond compare. 
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NMERAN CHURCH -: HARLOW 
fteful for the past, Confident of the Future 


News from the 1968 Synod at Harton 


COMMUNITY WELCOME 


“Your new church has added a great deal architecturally to our new (own ”, | 
B. Hyde Harvey, General Manager of the Harlow Development Corporation, 
the 38 delegates and the many visitors at the 14th ELCE Synod at Harlow, 17-18 Y) 
but, he continued, “ it is not bricks and mortar that make a town, but people ”% 
Hyde Harvey went on to pay tribute to the significant contribution the Luth 
church were making to the community life of the new town, pointing particu! 
to Pastor Hennig and the youth work he was leading. 
Mr. Hyde Harvey was introduced to the Synod by Mr. Edwin Nickless, Chairma) 
Redeemer Lutheran Church, Harlow. In replying to the civic welcome, Dr. E. 
Pearce, Synod Chairman, drew a comparison between the 60-year Master Plan o 
Harlow Development Corporation and the 30- -year ELCE Master Plan which, he 
would be the focus of study at the Synod. 


“THE WAY AHEAD IS THE WAY BEHIND ” 


Under this general theme, the Synod Essay and the four Synod Sermons looked 
past 14 years and concluded that we should go forward, “ Grateful for the © 
Confident of the Future”. In the opening service, Pastor John Sims of Suni 
spoke of the breakdown in the church, in morals, in authority, in society as a W 
but showed that if Christ is our trust, the Church can be “ Confident in the 
Times”. In the Vespers which closed the first day’s sessions, Pastor Barry Foe 
of Petts Wood, on the theme, ‘‘ Grateful for the Gospel”, warned against any 
of action or involvement that would weaken our proclamation of the Gospe 
only strength of our church. ‘‘ Grateful in Prayer’? was the subject of the M 
sermon the next morning by the Rev. Frank Eberhart of Ruislip who pointed te 
unity of spirit, to the enthusiasm and vigour which God had given to the ELC 
reasons for praise and thanksgiving. In the final Service of Holy Communion — 
the Confessional of Pastor Roger Winger of Coventry and the Sermon of Dr. P@ 
directed the delegates to see in Jesus Christ the only object of faith and the® 
rinisher o. what He begins. 
In the Synod Essay, presented on the Saturday morning, the final day of Synod 
Pearce led the delegates in a review and prospect of the Master Plan, the chur 
30-year (1954-1985) programme of expansion and self-support. By means of a 28% 
booklet of tables and graphs, he showed that the church had, in the first 14 y 
gone ahead of the Plan’s 10% annual increase in membership (11%) and giving (1 
had fallen behind in the number of stations (15 instead of the projected 18); ana 
not spending as much in operating costs as the Plan had estimated 14 years earlier 
the other hand, one expenditure which the original Master Plan did not considet#l 
amortisation, outside the congregational budgets, of church building loans,. 
beginning to dominate the finances of the whole church. On the Way Behind, | 
had used such challenges to stimulate the faith and raise the effort of His pe@) 
He would do so also on the Way Ahead, } 


GREETINGS 


Letters and cablegrams from Lutheran churches in other parts of the world were 
to the delegates : the United States, Canada, Brazil, Panama, Taiwan, Korea, J 
New Guinea, India, Australia, Hong Kong, Denmark, France, Germany, Britai 


ELECTIONS : 


EXECUTIVE COUNCIL : ; 
Dr. E. Geo. Pearce as Chairman for 3 years; the Rev. John Sims as_ | 
Chairman for | year (to Bi adge term of Dr. Nagel): the Rev. Floyd B 
Pastoral Councillor for 3 years ; Mr. John Eggle as Lay Councillor for 
Mr. E. Nickless as Treasurer for 2 years (to complete term of Mr. G 
Intemann). 
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RCH EXTENSION FunpD ComMMITTEE : 

r. Herbert Opitz and Mr. R. H. Wilson, each for 3 years: Mr. R. Thoelke 
atified for 1 year (to complete term of Mr. Paul Dixon). 

2D For Youru : 

Dr. Peter Hillenbrand for 3 years. 

MTER PLAN COMMITTEE : 

The Rev. F. Eberhart for 4 years; Mr. Peter Borgas for 1 year (to complete 
term of Mr. A. Venning). 

tatified for another year were the Board For Lutheran Agencies, the Committee 
or Church Music and the Nominations Committee. 


NTH CONGREGATION ACCEPTED 


avids Lutheran Congregation of Cardiff was, upon the recommendation of the 
»quy Committee, accepted as an ELCE member congregation. The Synod arose 
ig two verses of “ Now thank we all our God” to mark the event. 


SOLUTIONS 


ution No. 1, conveying gratitude to the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod—for 
nued help, and pledging intensified efforts in ELCE congregations to enable 
linued expansion after 1970 when no more help from abroad will be asked for 
! missions, was adopted . . . Resolution No. 2, recommending an “ ELCE Friend- 
i Week ”, all congregations focussing mission effort on one place. was defeated. 
gates felt that the wider use of “ Lutheran Friendship Week” was good. but 
P executed by the local congregation and its people... . Resolution No. 3. 
esting the church change its name to “ Evangelical Lutheran Church of Great 
fain ”, was defeated. Some felt that a change in name would involve considerable 
fl expense, perhaps give the impression of instability, but if the present name 
Bme a real hindrance in Scotland or Wales, “ of England” could be omitted and 
church be known simply as “ the Evangelical Lutheran Church.” . . . Resolution 
4, encouraging the consideration of a “ Lutheran Laymen’s League ” in the ELCE. 
defeated. It was stated that in a small church like the ELCE laymen were already 
ly occupied with congregational committees and duties. . . . Resolution No. 5. 


mending a church-wide social gathering. was adopted, and a committee appointed 
lake the matter in hand. ... A resolution which emerged from the Synod Essay 
adopted : 


“That the following guidelines in relation to the Master Plan be considered by 
‘each congregation and mission of the ELCE: 
On the ELCE level : 
1. to approve 1984 as the target-date for self-support 
2. to seek a 15% annual increase in members and giving 
On the congregational level : 
1. to establish a target year for self-support 
2. to encourage each member to aim for, by the 1971 Synod, 10/- a week 
i in giving to the congregation, 10/- a week in lending to CEF 
/ 3. to aim for a 40% increase in communicant membership by the 1971 
Synod; and to that end (a) conduct an annual Holiday Bible School: 
(b) implement the ministry of elders’ visitation; (c) have at least annually 
a Vigorous community outreach programme 
_ On the individual level : 
1. to raise personal giving by 15% per year F 
2. to make use of the Deed of Covenant where possible. 
Yurther unprinted resolution was proposed on behalf of the Barnes Conference 
ng congregations to “ agree to pay, in addition to travel, the equalised board and 
m for each pastor at the Barnes Conference at Hothorpe Hall the week’ after 
Ster”. The resolution was adopted. 


59 SYNOD AT CARDIFF ; 
invitation of St. Davids Lutheran Church to hold the 1969 Synod at Cardiff 
accepted with gratitude. 


} 


First impressions of an ELCE Synod, by the Rev. Frank Eberhart of St. A 
Ruislip. 


“FEW WERE LOOKING 


Many people at the Harlow Synod 
seemed confused about the theme of 
synod, “The Way Ahead is the Way 
Behind.” We were confused, that is, until 
the sessions started and we found out what 
the there meant. The theme was a simple 
one: Christ. It declared how Christ has 
used us and blessed us in the past. It 
declared how Christ will use us and con- 
tinue to bless us in the future. 

The work and the blessings have not 
been for the sake of Lutheranism, nor will 
they ever be. The Synod made that quite 
clear in all of its sessions. We were there 
for one purpose, i.e., for Christ’s sake. We 
checked ourselves on the response we have 
given to His directive, ‘“‘ You are my wit- 
nesses.”’ We rededicated ourselves to the 
task that is ahead, one that can be accom- 
plished only by God’s own blessings. 

Certainly one could sense the blessings 
of God in the way the delegates took on 
their responsibility in the Church. There 
was never an air of individual interests in 
the debate. The delegates seemed to be 
asking in all of their work, ‘‘ What is best 
for the whole Church? What is best for 
the work Christ has given us to do?” It 
was a wonderful concern to see from con- 
gregations that are often isolated from 
one another. 

Meetings and synods are supposed to be 
boring. Many people feel that time is sup- 
posed to drag by. But that wasn’t the 
case at Harlow. There was an enthusiasm 
and interest in all that was going on. Few 
people were looking at their watches. One 
expects a certain amount of attention from 
the delegates. The attitude of the audience, 
however, who sat and listened, made one 
feel that the conference was really worth- 
while. Not just the elected delegates, but 
the visitors, were interested. 

The wealth of fellowship God has pro- 
vided His Church, as shown at Synod, 
assures one that the possibility of success 
in the future is based on the reality of 
what God has already provided. This fel- 
lowship provided the highlights of the 
sessions, the congregational reports which 
the audience seemed to anticipate with a 
desire to share the success and failure of 
one another. Perhaps the delegate from 
Sunbury summed up the feeling that fellow- 
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AT THEIR WATCHES 


ship in the Gospel gives when he sa’ 
could shout it from the roof top!” | 
message reached all of us. That’s w 
were there. 
The wisdom of our decisions at Ha 
whether missions or the name o 
church or a Lutheran Layman’s Leas 
or even the way we will put into p’ 
the future of the Master Plan—will 
ably not be seen for some years. Wi 
only wait and see—not sitting and wa 
but acting and waiting. If we madi 
takes, we rest in the knowledge the 
forgiven mistakes. If our plans are 
successful, we thank God who alone 
it possible. ‘ 
We have now a message to contine 
proclaim. It is the message we sz 
heartily at the Communion Service®! 
‘““A Mighty Fortress Is Our God!” 
people from Saint Davids, Cardiff, see 
to be leading the singing. The wor 
fellowship, the Word and _ Sacra 
received in fellowship, yes, even th 
eyes that said Thank You to God, 
an inspiration to keep on trying. 
The people and pastor of Harlo 
certainly to be thanked for the eff 
way the Synod moved along in all phy 
Efficient, however, sounds a little 
They made the rest of the congregal 
feel welcome and at home. If fw 
synods are to be like the one at Hair 
they will be something to look forwa 


COMING 


1], LUTHERAN WOMEN’S LEA 
RETREAT AND RALLY at Car? 
Lutheran Church on Saturday 
Sunday, 15-16 June, at | p.m. 


2. CEF CONFERENCE at Westfi 
House, Cambridge, on Saturday 
Sunday, 22-23 June. 


3. SENIOR HOLIDAY BIBLE Call 
(ages 14-16) at Hothorpe 
21-27 July. 2 


4. JUNIOR HOLIDAY BIBLE CAIt 
(ages 9-13) at Hothorpe Hall, ra 
August. 


; 
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